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BSERVATIONS ON THE THREE 

CURRENT METHODS OF TREAT- 

MENT. 
By 


S. HauNnemaANn. 


(Continued. ) 


I know not which parempiricism is prefera- 


ble to the other, whether the treatment of the | 


name of the disease, or the treatment of the 
name of particular symptoms. Suffice it to 
say, that this method had much greater attrac- 
tions for the superficially instructed, much 
greater than most of the other methods with a 
trace of rationality in them, hence it was that 
most generally pursued by those who wished 
to be considered really learned physicians of a 
better stamp than the common herd. Of all 
the false methods of treatment it will un- 
doubtedly have the longest run, because it does 
not necessitate much care nor much thought. 
li is undoubtedly very agreeable for the physi- 


} cian to feel himself so powerful, or at all events 


to appear to be able to promote perspiration 
here, urine there, to lull pain here, to excite 
there, to bind here, to loosen there, to incise 
here, to expel there, to strengthen here, to cool 
there, to check spasms here, and putridity 
there, to accomplish all that he commands his 
cohorts of medicines to do. How often the 
practitioner cannot do all this, how often he 
finds himself deceived in his expectations rela- 
tive to the medicines which have been stamped 
as general remedies by his teachers, he knows 
full well himself. 

But admitting there were such general 
remedies that would here and there certainly 
promote perspiration, assuredly cause a flow of 
urine, strikingly soothe pain, infallibly strength- 
en, undeniably resolve, loosen, purge, and 
cause vomiting, powerfully act upon the secre- 
tion of mucus, in every case cool, allay every 
spasm, and check every inordinate discharge, 
unhesitatingly transfer congestions from a more 
to a less important seat, will all this, supposing 
it went on ever so beautifully, cure the disease ? 
Oh, no! in most cases not. Something strik- 
ing has been performed, but health has not 
been restored, and that was what had to be 
done. 

At one time the physician soothes with his 


opium for a few. hours cough and pains in. the 
| chest ; after sixteen hours, however, the pain- 

ful cough increases to a still more frightful ex- 

tent—he produces a stupefied sleep with it, but 
| the patient is not refreshed thereby, his sleep- 

lessness and anxiety become all the greater. 
| The physician does not care for this ; he in- 
| creases the dose of his palliative, or he is con- 
tented with having shown his power to allay 
cough and to cause sleep, though the patient 
is made worse thereby, though he should even 
die. Fiat justitia et pereat mundus. 

Here is a case of dropsy ; very little urine is 
passed. Our doctor will promote its flow. 
His squill stands at the head of his diuretic 
picquet. Beautiful! it instantly causes a great 
| flow of urine, but on continuing its use, alas ! 

always less and less water comes. Symptoms 

of atonic inflammation and mortification ensue, 
| the anorexia, debility and restlessness increase 

with the swelling. Then if nothing more will 
| avail, he allows the patient to die quietly, after 
| having shown that he has the power of causing 
| a flow of urine for some days. 
| Squill has been used many thousands of 
times as a diuretic (during all the ages it has 
been employed it was never observed that it 
was only diuretic in a palliative sense) and yet 
how seldom has dropsy been cured by it! 
| only when a kind of suppressed menstruation 
was the cause. 

The physician -who is consulted diagnoses 
this malady to be gastric; he purges and re- 
purges. But behold the fever increases, the 
taste becomes more disagreeable, the breath and 
| the excrements more fetid, the selerotic yel- 
| lower, the tongue more furred and browner, 
| the ideas get confused, the lips tremble, stupe- 
| fying slumber takes the place of sleep, &c. 
He is sorry to see his patient hurrying on 
towards his grave, but he is happy that he 
possessed the power of energetically purging 
away the impurities. What is the matter with 
you? “T put myself in a violent passion, my 
head is like to burst, I have spasms in my 
stomach, the bile rises incessantly into my 
mouth.”” You will, perhaps, take a bilious 
fever, take this emetic immediately. Look! 
he throws up bile, he vomits again and again, 
he will vomit up his very inside—the night of 
death obscures his sight, whilst he is bathed 
in cold perspiration. “I have done my duty,” 
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the doctor to himself; “I have done all 
to dlear away the bad bile.” 
thus it is with the whole array of gene- 
ral remedies. The — Siena does 
m only not what he ought ;—he uces 
remarkable effects, but very seldom health. 

Thousand-fold experience could teach him, 
if he would but let himself be taught, that in 
dropsy he only requires to remove the morbid 
disposition, in order to see the water disappear 
by ways which nature knows best how to 

oose for herself,—but that his designed re- 
moval of the water by the urinary organs, or 
by stools, effects a cure as seldom as tapping it 
off with the trocar; when a cure does ensue, 
it must be because the diuretic remedy was 
accidentally at the same time the proper 
remedy for the disease upon which that kind 
of dropsy depended. 

Thousand-fold experience could teach him, 
if he would but let hhimself be taught, that no 
pain can be removed permanently and advan- 
tageously to the patient except by a remedy 
that affords relief to the fundamental disease ; 
that, consequently, opium very rarely allays 
pains permanently with desirable results, and 
only when it is the true remedy for the disease 
on which they depended. 

That opium is often the best remedy in 
diseases most free from pain, and attended 
with the greatest amount of sopor, that he 
does not and will not know. He is proud of 
his power of palliating, and of being able to 
allay pains for a few hours; but the after-ef- 
fects—they do nottrouble him. Nil nisi quod 
ante pedes est. 

Where the short-sighted individual thought 
that it was absolutely necessary to remove 
bucketfuls of fetid mucus and excrement by 
means of all sorts of emetics and purgatives, 
in order to preserve life, in such a case a single 
drop of the tincture of arnica root will often 
remove, in the course of a couple of hours, all 
the fever, all the bilious taste, all the tormina, 
the tongue becomes clean, and the strength is 
restored before night. Short-sighted being ! 

But the poisonous bile, stirred up by rage 
and passion, how can it be subdued without 
causing it to be vomited clean away? My 
short-sighted friend! a single dose, an almost 
imperceptibly small quantity of the right medi- 
cine* will, without any evacuation of bile, 
have restored all to the right state before the 
second day dawns. The patient has not died 
as he would have done after your emetic; he 
has recovered. 

How often are bloodletting and nitre 
abused, to combat symptoms of heat! Lay 
aside your life-shortening, temporising reme- 
dies, remove the disease on which the accele- 
rated pulse depends, by the appropriate 
remedy, and the heat ceases of its own accord. 
But I perceive that you are not concerned 
about the cure of the disease, to subdue the 
heat is your object. Then rather open one of 


* Frequent'y se extract of chamomile. 





the arteries until the last drop of blood is 
drained off, you will thereby attain your ob- 
ject more surely and more completely ! 

And thus it is always with your favorite 
general remedies They render you the ser- 
vice of sometimes showing you to be a mighty 
physician. Only it is a pity that the patient 
who peradventure recovers (slowly and pain- 
fully enough !) seldom, seldom owes his re- 
covery to them. 

But the general remedies just as often do 
not perform the effects they desire. Only 
look, how their antiphlogistic remedies often 
actually increase the inflammation, how their 
tonics increase the weakness, their purgatives 
the symptoms of impurities in the alimentary 
canal, their solvents the quantity of mucus and 
the hardness of the abdomen, their sedatives 
the pains, their derivatives the congestions, 
their diaphoretics the dryness of the skin, 
their diuretics the want of urine and edema! 

And if they sometimes succeed in checking 
this or thet symptom for a time, or in effecting 
this or that striking evacuation, how comes it 
that the disease, notwithstanding, sometimes 
assumes a worse turn? Am I right in assert- 
ing that they were not the proper remedies 
Sor the disease ? 

In like manner, the poor fellow unable to 
swim, struggles away with awkward partial 
movements of his arms and legs, to sink al! 
the more certainly to the bottom. 

In ordinary everyday practice, however, it 
is not required that we should trouble our- 
selves with anxiously attending to single 
symptoms. “When once we have got over 
the first irksome years incidental to young be- 
ginners—years they undoubtedly are of irk- 
someness and care, when we are still anxious 
to discover the adequate, the helpful, the best 
for our patients, and when the tender con- 
science of youth gives us much trouble—when 
once we have got over these pedantic years, 
and have got some way into the period of di- 
vine routine, then it is a real pleasure to be a 
practical physician. Then we have only to as- 
sume a dignified mode of carrying the head, 
speak in a tenor voice so as to inspire respect, 
give great importance to the movements of 
the three first fingers of the right hand, and 
present a certain authoritative something in 
the whole management of the voice and atti- 
tudes of the body, in order to be able to exer- 
cise perfectly in all its details, the golden art of 
the savoir faire of the routine physician. Of 
course the smallest details of the attire, of the 
equipage, of the furniture, and of the array of 
servants, must all be in harmonious keeping. 

“ Tf our whole thinking power and memory 
during the four-and-twenty hours of each day 
are completely absorbed in such matters, this 
renders us all the more successful as physi- 
cians. Our whole practice, be it said betwixt 
ourselves, consists in two or three innocuous 
mixtures, well known to the chemist, in as 
many compound powders adapted for all cases, 
in an expensive tinctura nervino-roborans, a 
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juleps, and a couple of formulas for pills, | seasons every draught with opium, and an 


either for acting on the blood or the bowels | eighth endeavors to bring in cinchona every- 
(nostrums and routine remedies if you will), | where, whether it is suitable or not, and so it 


and with these we get on capitally. 


scend from my carriage assisted by the respect- 


My | goes on. 
steaming horses rattle up to N.’s door, I de- | 


| 


ful domestic, with helpful speed, but with an | 


air of deep thought and dignified mien. The 
attendants of the patient throw open both 
wings of the door of the sick-room. In silence 


and with abased head stand esteem, confi- | 
dence, and semi-devotion in a row, to allow | 


the deliverer to approach the sick bed. ‘ How 


did you sleep last night, my good friend ?— | 


your tongue !—your pulse ! 
ordered yesterday may be discontinued. 


The powders | 
The | 


mixture prescribed here is to be taken alter- | 
nately with the pills, indicated below, followed | 


by the julep every half hour.’ 


Taking a pinch | 


of snuff with an air of profound gravity, seiz- | 


ing my hat and stick and making a practised 


Most every-day physicians have, 
they know not why, their favorite remedies. 
Anything more indolent and parempirical 
cannot be imagined. How should all the 
countless array of infinitely various diseases, 
each of which demands a peculiar mode of 
treatment, always accommodate themselves 
to one and the same remedy, which the doctor 
may happen to have taken under his sublime 
protection? Sooner might a cabinet-minister 
be chosen from mere caprice, and it be taken 
for granted that the subjects of the prince will 
be sufficiently obedient and intelligent as to 
make harmony of the false gamut. 

To stake constantly on the drawing of one 
and the same number always betrays a bad 
lotto-player. He must certainly occasionally 


, win, but how much, or rather how little can 


bow, the degree of which is regulated for every | 


| 


one in particular, according to his supposed im- 
portance or rank, this constitutes the whole of 
the important comedy (shall I call it business ?) 
for which we are paid as a consultation, and 
which we repeat as often per diem as the seri- 


ous looks of the surrounding friends seem to | 


render it necessary ; for they are the ba- 
rometer of the danger, since we have neither 
time nor inclination to ascertain it for our- 
selyes in all our cases.” And how many visits 
of this sort do you pay in oneday? “ Do you 
imagine, you simpleton, that I can keep up my 
establishment with less than several dozens of 
visits in a forenoon ?”’—What Herculean 
mental labor !—“ Ha! ha! ha! to scribble 
down on a long strip of paper one of the eight 
or ten routine prescriptions that I can reckon 
up on my fingers, and can seize on in the dark 
without a moment's thought, the first, the best 
that occurs to me at the moment, without the 
least reflection ; do you call that mental la- 
bor? It is a much more difficult matter for 
me to find a pair of handsome bays to supply 
the place of my used-up afternoon horses ! hoc 
opus ! hic labor ! 

“T have just now also much difficulty in 
thinking of the appropriate dishes for the sixth 
entrée of the entertainment we are to give to- 
morrow fortnight, so that it may be distin- 
guished for its rarity in respect of the season of 
the year, for its suitable elegance, and for its 
brilliant tastefulness. Et hoc opus et hic 
labor !” 

The so-called favorite remedies are in creat 
vogue ; without being able to give the slightest 
reason for so doing, one physician of the ordi- 
nary stamp will mix with every prescription, 
prepared mussel-shells, a second always 
manages to introduce magnesia, a third inva- 
riably adds spiritus mindereri, a fourth can 
scarcely write a prescription from which purified 
nitre is excluded, a fifth brings into all his pre- 
seriptions the inspissated juice of the root of 
triticum repens, a sixth thinks he cannot give 
the extract of dandelion often enough, a seventh 





he win? And does he not continually lose, 
these few miserable cases excepted, by not 
winning ? Does he not render himself ridicu- 
lous to all the world ? 

(To be continued.) 


LOGIC OF ALLOPATHS. 

My pear Doctor,— You have doubtless seen 
the New-York Medical Gazette of the 16th 
February last, and noticed the request to its 
“readers” not to “ fail to peruse Dr, Simpson’s 
speech on homeopathy.” The editor says this 
speech “is worth more than all that has been 
said or written on this side the water.’’ Per- 
haps it is an elaborate exposition of all Dr. 
Simpson knows of that shocking heresy and 
delusion, and perhaps the course he is pur- 
suing may be well caleulated to enlighten the 
* profession’ on the subject of their duty to 
themselves and to the public. It is the easiest 
thing in the world to write letters and make 
speeches about “humbugs;’’ for the wish is 
father to the thought, and grave subjects are 
handled as flippantly by these learned and 
honourable gentlemen, as though they alone. 
possessed a chartered right to a monopoly in 
profundity of knowledge and discrimination 
on all medical subjects. 

There has been a good deal said and written 
on this side the water against the principles 
and practice of homeopathy, nor has the 
“ profession” been idle on the other side, in 
sounding the charge upon their brazen trump- 
ets, that is to annihilate the “ deluded upstarts”’ 
who advocate the “monstrous absurdity” of 
maintaining their opinions, based upon de- 
liberate investigation. The worth of Dr. 
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Simpson’s speech is not very easily determined, 
for the pith of it (if it has any) is so smothered 
in a multitude of words, that its value cannot 
be discovered without serious damage to the 
truth. 

The speech is introduced by the Gazette’s 
editor, with a remark or two very adroitly got 
up to serve an unmanly purpose. “ It seems,” 
says he, “that Dr. Henderson, who was a 
clinical professor in the University, and physi- 
cian to the Royal Infirmary, has treated a case 
of pnewnonia in the latter institution by in- 
finitessimal doses of phusphorus. The patient 
died of course.” Ergo, the Faculty promptly 
removed Dr. Henderson from his official sta- 
tion. This patient, who “of course died,” 
because treated homeopathically, was an un- 
necessary and heartless sacrifice of human 
life. Had the ease been treated upon the 
“ well established” principles and practice of 
the “ Faculty,” the patient would “ of course” 
have recovered. Of course all cases of pneu- 
monia are fatal under homeopathic treatment, 
all recover (no, not all) under the scientific 
therapeia of Allopathy. This inference is plain 
enough, and so Dr. Reese designed it should 
be, and he further designed, that this “ case 


of pneumonia,” treated by Dr. Henderson, 
should be regarded by his readers as one of 


recent occurrence, as well as the “ removal of 


Dr. Henderson from his official station.” 
Suppressed facts may mislead the judgment 
quite as much as a positive falsehood, we will 
therefore give the facts in this “‘ case of pneu- 
monia,” which was fatal “of course.” 

The patient was 46 years of age, and was 
admitted into the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh 
on the 2d of July 1844, more than 7 years 
ago. About three weeks before, he had been 
bruised about the chest and body, and in the 
course of a week, became affected with difficult 
breathing, but no pain. There was consider- 
able expectoration deeply tinged with blood, 
and frothy. On the 5th had diarrhea, which 
troubled him a good deal for some days. In 
early life he had been a hard drinker, but for 
the last ten years had given it up altogether. 
For the previous two years, he had suffered 
from stomach complaint ; no appetite for food. 
His mind somewhat affected, manner peculiar. 


July 8, 1844.—The lower half of the left 
side of the chest, posteriorly, is dull on per- 
cussion ; and occasionally bronchial respiration, 
and bronchial voice, are audible over that 





space, and sometimes slight mucous rattle, 
The dulness on percussion does not extend 
forwards beyond the commencement of the 
lateral region, and at this point there is 
crepitus. On the right side, at its lower part, 
for about three fingers’ breadth, the percussion 
sound is much impaired, and subcrepitation is 
heard. 

Pulse 134, full, very soft, now and then 
intermittent. Respirations 24. Expectoration 
scanty, rusty, glutinous, and frothy. Tongue 
furred and clammy. 14 P.M. Dose of phos- 
phorus, 4th dilution. 

4 P.M—Paulse 128, soft and regular. No 
cough, or expectoration. Felt his breathing 
freer. Has slept at intervals; had not slept 
last night for the cough, expectoration, and 
frequent calls to stool. Respirations 21. 

5 P.M.—Pulse 120, full and soft. Respira- 
tions 24. Nostool. Laryngeal wheezing du- 
ring respiration for the last two hours. Res- 
piratory murmur pure in front. Phosphorus 
3d dilution, a dose, and another dose at 6 P.M. 

9 P.M.—Pulse full and soft ; 108 and 110 
when intermittent, 120 when not. Has ex- 
pectorated once, the sputa free from blood. 
Respirations 24. Sleep betimes. Three smal 
stools. Another dose of phosphorus 3d. 


11 P.M.—Pulse 104 when intermitting, 120 
when not. Respirations 24. No stool. Skin 
very hot. Is very sleepy. Repeat phos- 
phorus 3d. 

July 9, 14 A.M—Pulse 110 when inter- 
mittent, 118 when not. Respiration 20. One 
stool. Frequent cough. 

84 A.M.—Phosphorus repeated. More 
wheezing, some sibilant and sonorous rattles in 
front. Pulse 120, soft, but not feeble. Res- 
piration 26. Hot skin. No stool. 

The phosphorus was now omitted ; and as 
the bowels did not seem to be materially af- 
fected, tartar emetic in the usual doses was 
ordered, and a blister applied to the chest, as 
there were signs of general bronchitis. In the 
course of the day the rattles became more 
abundant, expectoration of a dingy red colour, 
and considerable. No amendment occurred, 
although the usual remedies were fully tried. 
Death on the morning of the 10th. 

Autopsy.—Middle lobe of the right lung 
completely solid, and of a pale red colour. 
The lowest lobe engorged, and externally 
coated with lymph. The lower lobe of the 
left lung solid throughout, the surface partially 
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covered with lymph. Heart hypertrophous 
weight sixteen ounces. 
of the stomach mammillated ; traces of pre- 
vious inflammation of the spleen. 

This is the case which “it seems’ Dr. 


Mucous membrane { 
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REPLY TO PROFESSOR SIMPSON’S 
SPEECH ON HOMCROPATHY. 


Sm,—Your speech ata recent meeting of 
the Medico-Chirurgical Society of Edin- 
| burgh having gone the round of the local 


Henderson treated with infinitessimal doses of | P@P€TS; [ now take the liberty of making a 


phosphorus in 1844, and “of course it was 
fatal.” It forms the thirty-third case in his “ en- 
quiry into the practice of Homeopathy.” He 
states in a note, that he adopted the treatment, 


because he felt satisfied there was no chance of 


success from the ordinary plan. 
hope that the homeopathic practice might be 
effectual, and Dr. Henderson only regretted 
that he did not give a lower dilution of phos- 
phorus, and persevere in its employment. 

But what of the speech? It eclipses all that 
has been said or written on the subject « 
Homeopathy in this country, so says Dr. 
Reese, at all events. Nor is this endorsement 
at all remarkable, if we but reflect upon the 
avidity with which such things are seized upon 
and magnified by those Tritons in the corps 
editorial, who imagine their readers will swal- 
low their monstrous doses of absurdity, by 
assuming to decide the most profound ques- 
tions of science without study or impreiudiced 
investigation. . 

With a deal of labour we have cracked this 
nut of Dr. Simpson’s and found it to contain 
but a very small kernel. Truly it is an allo- 
pathie dose, bulky and nauseous, but very 
harmless in its operation. 
unt, nascitur ridiculus mus.’ As an argu- 
ment against Hommopathy, it isn’t worth tae 
paper it is printed on, nor is it one jot better 
or more respectable than the letter of that 
esculapian donkey, whose correspondence in 
the Northern Lancet is to “ be read with open 
mouth and glaring eyes, by many whole- 
souled, good-hearted country physicians.” We 
think it would not be difficult to prove Dr. 
Burch an egotistical flunkey. 

Neither time nor space admits of further 
remarks on the speech ; we may overhaul its 
profundity at some future period, if in the 
humour to submit its logic to the test of “ com- 
mon sense,’’ by which we do not mean com- 
mon and limited experience. 

Yours &c. 


March, 1852. Truth. 


Otis Clapp. of Boston, proposes to publish a 
Quarterly Homeopathic Journal, of about 52 
pages, at one dollar a year in advance. 


There was a | 


*| advance on any subject. 


“ Montes parturi- | 


| reply to it; and, in order to save time and 
space, shall merely take up the various 

| topics of the said speech seriatim, without 
repeating your own words. 

Ifthere are any follies which attach to 
|Hahnemann’s character or his writings, 
you would be fully justified in exposing 
|them. Noone has yet done so. As ho- 

mceopathists, we profess our belief in the 
law of cure which he discovered and pro- 
|mulgated; but in doing so we do not pin 
| ourselves to his coat-sleeves and feel com- 
| pelled to believe every thing that he may 
None of us be- 
| lieve in his infallibility any more than we 
do in yours, and we are as willing to give 
/you all due credit for any valuable disco- 
very you may make, as we now do Hahne- 
|mann; without at the same time having 
any thing to do with any of your follies. 
We select for imitation and personal im- 
provement whatever we see to be really 
| good and valuable in any one’s character 
| or system, even though he may have had 
| his follies. Who is without them? 
| You, then, as a society, compare the 
| right you have to deal with your members, 
| to that which a Christian congregation has 
to do with theirs. But, Sir, allow me to 
| tell you that you have no such right. A 
Christian congregation, of whatever denom- 
| ination, is in possession of a Bible contain- 
| ing the law and testimony, to which it can 
| appeal, and by which standard it can judge 
of those who differ from them. You, on 
the contrary, have no Bible—no infallible 
law nor testimony, to which you can ap- 
peal, and by which you can judge any one. 
How, then, can you have such right? As 
| a school having any relation to a Christian 
|eongregation, you are more to be com- 
pared with infidels than anything else. 
| You profess to be without law—you say 
there can be no fixed principle or law by 
which to regulate the practice of medicine 
—and yet you assume the position of being 
our judges! 

That the Homeopathic and Mormonite 
|heresies have many points in common 
|may be seeming to one with filmy eyes, 

but they are not real. The following 
detestable Popish ideas, although cau- 
| tiously expressed, Ought to have been Kept 
|to yourself,—* That physicians should 
| choose the kind of wnRioal treatment for 
| the public, and that clergymen should 
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choose their religion!” Never! The red 
flag of persecution in the hand of a foreign 
despot may be again unfurled on our 
shores, and the terror and gloom of the 
dark ages —_ threaten to overwhelm 
our country, but never shall the people of 
Great Britain surrender that liberty of 
conscience which their forefathers bled to 
purchase, and which they have long 
struggled to maintain. They have made 
up their minds for ever that, in matters of 
conscience, they shall act for themselves. 
They will not allow any set of clergymen 
to judge or choose a religion for them ; 
neither will they passively hand over their 
right of private judgment in medical mat- 
ters to you nor any of yours. Divest 
your system of all its Latin jargon, 
theoretical dogmas, and vain speculations 
—give it out to the world in a language 
which can be generally understood, and 
let it stand the test of a discriminating 
public—common sense if you will. The 
non-professional public have heads as well 
as Professors; and rest assured, they can 
see as far into a bag of sawdust as you 
ean, with all your appliances to boot. 
That some have believed Hahnemann 
to be actually inspired, requires more than 
your own ipse dixit to prove. That he 
was a man possessed of the highest men- 
tal endowments, I know from the testi- 


mony of those who knew him intimately ; 
but that he laid any claim to being inspired 


You confess that the heresy 
is extending ; yes, it is, and you can’t stop 
it. The war has been kept up with un- 
relenting bitterness on the part of the old 
schoo] for half a century; and yet year 
after year bears testimony to our triumph- 
ant and victorious career. Hahnemann, 
single-handed and alone, braved the whole 
army of the Philistines, and came off a 
victor, crowned with laurels. In our own 
country homceopathy arose like a small 


is not true. 


cloud on the horizon, which the old school 


thought the first breeze would dissipate ; 
and now, look at it. It has spread over 
the whole length and breadth of the land. 
A few months ago a leading medical 
journal of the old school gave out that 
homeopathy was on the decline in the 
metropolis, and almost extinct in the 
rovinces. What will some men not say? 

ow a professor of the same school says 
the heresy is extending. 

In the course of your speech you are 
next led to refer to the basis or founda- 
tion of practical medicine, to the law by 
which all sound practice ought to be 

ted. On this head your words are 
necessarily few, though 1 suspect your 





ree o> have = oer ee ard strange- 
exing. Like the Mormon he 

I think Sane ol betaking yoursel tol thar 
mysterious box, or repertorium of medical 
science, containing the past, present, and 
future history of medicine; and after rais- 
ing the lid, > you search eagerly among its 
dusty records for the revelation of some 
law to help you in your present emer- 
gency, but in vain. All the time you 
maintain that this box actually does con- 
tain the summum bonum of practical 
medicine. At length, by means of the 
prophet’s wonderful urim and thumim 
spectacles, you bring forth a plate on 
which is inseribed a law of great antiquity, 
which had been lost for many generations. 
As proof of its originality, it is written in 
some strange characters which the follow- 
ers of the prophet call the glyph of stolum, 
and which no one can understand without 
the aid of strange spectacles. The literal 
translation of this law, as given in your 
own words, is the standard of common sense, 
As it is evident you purpose being the 
sole proprietors of this rare commodity, 
perhaps you will be after taking out a 
patent for it; so that all who are eli 
of possessing this article shall be com- 
pelled to purchase it from you, and re- 
ceive your stamp upon it, without which 
all others must be spurious. It is evident, 
Sir, that you assume yourselves to be the 
sole proprietors of common sense; and 
by virtue of this prerogative you become 
our judges. Is this not a piece of bare- 
faced presumption? I consider myself to 
be in possession of as much sound com- 
mon sense as you; and, so far as that is 
concerned, have as much right to judge in 
regard to the truth of homeeopathy as you 
have. In this matter, I fear that any com- 
mon sense you may be in possession of is 
sadly perverted. If you are in any 
measure to be led by this standard your- 
self, you ought certainly to give homeo- 
pathy a fair and honest trial. And if you 
do not find that it answers better than the 
old system, then just give it up. That 
would be a thorough common-sense way 
of deciding the matter for yourself. You 
did try it once, according to your own 
confession, and in that case you were 
successful too; why not give it a further 
trial? Every one of you are conscious 
that the old. system is wofully deficient, 
and you are constantly trying experiments 
with new, doubtful, and dangerous reme- 
dies. You have even tried mesmerism; 
why not try homeopathy? Not a few of 
the most eminent men in the old schoo! 





have tried the expectant or do-nothing 
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system—many others have tried bread 
pills—and all these have declared that 
they were fully as successful by these 
methods as they were by bleeding, blister- 
ing, ete. Why, then, not try homeopathy ? 
But, Sir, before doing this, you would re- 
quire to be at some trouble. You are not 
born with an intuitive knowledge of this 


system any more than other people are; | 


and your eminence as an obstetrician is no 
reason why you must necessarily know 
everything else. You would require to 
study it patiently and perseveringly before 
putting it to a rash trial. 

You next come to the subject of the so- 
called infinitesimal doses. What you say 
on this head is a thrice-told tale, without 
even a shade of originality on your part. 
In making such quotations you resemble 
a certain class of heroes, who take special 
delight in setting up men of straw to make 
a show before the public in knocking them 
down again. You are quite well aware 
that the truth of homeopathy is not at all 
connected with these doses. It was prac- 


tised successfuly long before these doses 
were known, and is still practised success- 
fully without them. The truth or error, 
in regard to infinitesimal doses, does not 
in the slightest degree affect homoopathy. 
This I beg you, and any who may have 
read your speech, to bear in mind as an 


established fact. With every homeopath- 
ist the dose is distinctly an undecided and 
open question. What we maintain on this 
matter is this:—That doses of medicine 
much smaller than those which you are 
generally in the habit of using are effectual 
in curing disease, when given in accord- 
ance with the law of cure, similia similibus 
curantur, though such doses may have no 
perceptible effect upon the healthy body. 
In proof of this we appeal to thousands of 
facts. Against this law of cure you have 
not attempted to advance a single argu- 
ment; for a yery good reason, you could 
not. 

You next refer to the number of our 
medicines, the cost of a chemist’s stock, 
and the preparation of our remedies,—on 
each of which heads your statements are 
incorrect. In the first volume of our 
Pathogenetic Cyclopedia there is a list of 
323 medicines; and there are several new 
remedies added since then. As to the cost 
of a chemist’s stock, you may be able to 
form some more correct idea when I inform 
-_ that I saw one single invoice for un- 

iluted medicines from a wholesale drug- 
house which amounted to £48. As to 
the different dilutions, many of us prepare 
these ourselves from the crude drug, so 








that we know to a certainty what and how 
much they contain. 

Your speech as a whole, does you any- 
thing but honor. Drowning men catch at 
straws, and certainly you have got hold of 
nothing better. Truths, the most precious 
and important ever revealed to man, have 
often been made the subject of ridicule by 
those who could not overturn them by an 
appeal to reason and facts. You are an 
eminent man in your own department, 
highly talented, no doubt, and, like the 


| Greeks of old, perhaps “seeking after 


wisdom,” but unfortunately too like them 
in despising and overlooking facts. You 
are not, however, altogether unreasonable, 
and I would take the liberty of pressing 
upon you the claim which homeopathy 
has to a patient and impartial investigation. 
The testimony in its favour is of the 
highest and strongest character. You 
have reports of hospitals, dispensaries, and 
other public charities, all of which combine 
in showing that a far greater amount of 
success is attainable under the new method 
of treatment than under the old. And 
several thousand physicians, practising in 
every civilised country in the world, unite 
in testifying to the great superiority of the 
homeopathic mode of treatment, in private 
practice, over that of the allopathic. It 
will not do to judge of the subject a priori, 
by any preconceived notions, and say that 
it is ridiculous. You, in particular, can’t 
do this with any show of good grace. 
You know that there are many learned 
people who still ridicule and rejeet all 
those palpable and astounding effects pro- 
duced by mesmerism. A few passes with 
the hand—a mere look at the patient to 
produce such effects! Nonsense. And 
yet you are a believer in mesmerism; a 
thing far more improbable-like, and ten 
times more ridiculous than hom@opathy. 
What more improbable and ridiculous-like 
than to say that the ticking of a clock in 
London conld be distinctly heard, and the 
vibrations of the pendulum correctly 
registered in Edinburgh? The efficacy of 
small doses is not nearly so ridiculous as 
this, And how do we establish the truth 
of these; by an appeal to common sense? 
By no means; but by referring to incon- 
testable facts. How would you prove 
that the earth revolves on its axis, or that 
there is such a planet as Neptune, or that 
the asteroids Flora, Iris, Metis, Hygeia 
have any existence? By an appeal to 
common sense? No, but by observation 
and facts. In the same way, Sir, ought 
you to deal with homaopathy and small 
doses. Investigate, judge for yourself, 
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and dare to be wise.—S. C.—Dundee Ad- 
vertiser, Dundee, December 23, 1851. 

Altaough there are many valuadle thoughts 
in the above article from the Dundee Adver- 
tiser, yet we should not have placed it in our 
columns to the exclusion of other matter, had 
not certain allopathic journals in the country 
published Dr. Simpson’s silly speech against 
Homeopathy, to which this is an answer, and 
rejoiced with exceeding great joy at finding so 
choice a morsel for ridicule and scandal. Dr. 
Reese of the Medical Gazette is in high glee, 
aad more than insinuates that Homeopathy is 
done for now. We regret that this gentle- 
man’s hilarity must be disturbed, but truth de- 
mands that we should do so by placing before 
our readers the able reply of 8. C. 


For the American Journal of Homeopathy. 
Mr. Eorror:—I am highly gratified with 


professions? or is it because we are unwilling 
to lend our influence to extricate that multitude 
of hydropaths from the dilemma into which 
they blindly plunged, who have pronounced 
Hydropathy to the world as an infallible sys- 
tem of cure, and failed to meet public expecta- 
tion; or that we do not accept Eclecticism as 
our ruling idea, to the abandonment of prin- 
ciples and a therapeutic law ? 

That the votaries of these systems without 
science, and monstrous arts without a rule of 
action, should take such positions towards the 
consistent friends of the complete doctrine of 
Homeopathy is not strange. But that any 
should, with anything like a just appreciation 
of Homeopathy, woo to their embrace the 
broken-down hobbies and the bad bargains of 
disappointed Hydropaths, is truly strange—and 
stranger still the childish effort to reconcile 
Hydropathy and Homeopathy, as two systems 
or separate and complete doctrines, and blend 





the course you have pursued in the fearless vin- 
dication of those principles of science and art 
which have been made to express themselves 


through the truly significant term, Homeopa- 
thy—those principles which belong to no party, 
time, nor place, but to nature and to man, by 
whom they were not made, but transcribed 
from that code of laws whose maker is Gop; 
principles which cannot change to suit the 
visionary dogmas of Eclectics, Hydropathists, 
Allopathists, nor Homeopathists, until the con- 
stitution of Nature is changed by its Author. 

I am the more pleased with your course, as 
viewed in contrast with those of our number 
whose obliquity of reason and uberity of folly 
suffer them to fly off in a tangent beyond the 
prescriptive limits of Him whose finger hath 
marked the bounds of all created things, and 
who hath stamped upon every link in the long 
chain of created existence, definite and un- 
changing rules of action, and relations to each 
other. 

I am aware that all such as adhere to prin- 
ciples with tenacity, at the expense of empiri- 
cism, are charged with a lack of benevolence ; 
they are called narrow-minded, close commu- 
nion subjects of one idea. Because of what? 
Is it for the reason that infinite elasticity was 
not given to Nature’s laws, by which we might 
stretch them and bend them to suit the broken 
down hobbies of discouraged and disappointed 
partisans? or is it because we prize that a 


them in one. 
If water is presented to us as a therapeutic 
agent, it should be treated like every other pro- 


posed remedy, and take its place in our Mate- 
ria Medica, to find its sphere of utility by the 


rule of our art. That water possesses curative 
properties is not my province here to deny, but 
to expose the childish folly, the twisted reason, 
which would dignify a broken-down hobby 
into “ompetition with a complete medical doc- 
trine. 

Who would think of getting up a large ma- 
gazine devoted to Slippery Elm Poultices and 
Homeopathy? or to Lobelia, or Mandrake 
root, or Skunk Cabbage and Homeopathy ? 
» And yet who can fail to see the parallelism be- 
tween this and the course pursued by some of 
our number in regard to an article of regimen 
and general treatment of the sick, viz., Water, 
under the name of Hydropathy ? 


No sane man will deny that water is indis- 
pensable to health and life; that under its use, 
millions have recovered from serious illness, and 
as many departed this life; the same may he 
said in truth of bread, rest, and clothing, the 
spheres of whose usefulness should never be 
overlooked by him who assumes to stand be- 
tween the living and the dead, whose duty it is 
to cure his patients in the quickest, mildest, and 
safest manner, I would not covet the trammels 
of intellect by which men are bound to party ; 
nor that obliquity of reason by which physicians 





jewel which makes our actions conform to our 


claim larger liberties in the use of therapeutic 
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means, than those prescribed by the God of 
Nature; nor that benevolent folly by which 
one is capable of seeing the right about half- 
way between science and empiricism, as point- 
ed out in the introduction to Everest’s popular 
work on Homeopathy; nor that excessive 
goodness of heart by which men are led to the 
adoption of Hydropathy, through sympathy for 
those who would gladly snap it off for a reliable 
system of cure. We are gravely told that ho- 
mopathic medicines are used in nearly all the 
hydropathic establishments in Europe and 
America. At this we are not surprised when 
we reflect that the predominant impulses of 
the human heart point to righteousness and 
truth. If the friends of water-cure prefer the 
light of sure science, and a reliable art of cur- 
ing, we should hold the torch above their path, 
not to be extinguished by a wet sheet, but to 
light their pathway to truth. 


Water belongs to the world, and its uses to | 


mankind, and “‘:e spheres of its utility should 
be fai hfully «-aght for and thoroughly under- 


stood by 1)» physician, that he may know 
when, whe, and how to use it. So with 
every ot! agent calculated by the Creator to 
subser’: the comfort and well-being of man, 
both’, health, and when diseased. 

Bit no physician is at liberty to pursue a 
covve of conduct calculated to reflect a shade 
of :usignificance upon a complete and perfect 
roedical doctrine, by dignifying water, or any 

ther agent, with the significant appendix, 
vatTuy, through which that doctrine is made to 
express its principles to the human mind. 

We are all aware that the term Homeopa- 
thy is made to express vastly more than is un- 
derstoqd by its literal translation. It is made 
expressive of a complete medical doctrine which 
is made up of principles of both science and art. 
If the term Homeopathy, and the phrase si- 
milia similibus curantur, were synonimous, 
then of course Homeopathy would be a term 


expressive of the principle of our art only; but, | 


as used, it expresses vastly more—but one of 
many principles. 

We have pathology with its principles, viz. : 

1. Dynamic nature of life. 

2. Disease, a condition of action. 

3. Morbific agents, dynamic in their nature. 

We have the science of medicine with its 
principles : 

4. Pure experimentation teaches what is 
medicinal. 


5. Dynamic nature of remedies. 

6. Division the increment of power ; and 
| 7. Like cures like, as the rule of our art. 
| 


All of which find utterance through the term 
Homeopathy, whose profound significance 
| should never be treated with trifling levity by 
the friends of truth and science. So much for 
consistency sake, 


As one of the things which I have found 
| pleasing, I have mentioned the purity of Ho- 
| meeopathy, as reflected through your jouryal, 
| and personified in yourself. 


As another, I will mention the aspect of 
matters relating to our cause, as observed 
during a short visit among our friends at 
Cleveland. 

I was gratified to find Homeopathy in the 
hands of those with whom it will suffer no 
abuse, and deeply fixed in the confidence of the 
people there. The Homeopathic College is in 
a flourishing condition; a light placed upon a 
candlestick—unwelcome, indeed, to those who, 
snoozing in dark places, are greatly disturbed 
by the brightness of its rays, The Allopathic 
College is firmly bolted against homeopathic 


| students, they are not admitted there even on 
| a visit, but this is not surprising, for the ho- 





meopathic class is made up of young men 
with hearts to feel, and heads to know the ex- 
| tent of their ridiculous mummeries and tom- 
fooleries called lecturing on medical science. 
The truth is, they have to do so, or expose 
their ignorance, which would be quickly de- 
tected by even the first term students in the 
homeopathic class. They will not allow their 
students even to visit the Homeopathic Col- 
lege, without a serious court-martialing on their 
return ; this is too bad, for the young and un- 
sophisticated mind has always evinced an in- 
stinctive tendency to truth. They must feed 
their young minds on queer fodder at home, to 
drive them off in search of better. When they 
go into the Homeopathic College they are well 
fed, finely treated, and asked to call again by 
the professors, who teach the truths of our sys- 
tem with double edge, and a point at both 
ends. 

Cleveland is a delightful place, where I hope 
thousands will go and light their torch and 
start out, declaring and demonstrating the 
truth to all the world. 

There are some eight or uine ladies in the 
homeopathic class who are destined “ to rise 
and shine,” 
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“ When moving around with noiseless tread, 
Gliding, like angels, round the sick man’s bed.” 
‘They are not to be outdone by the beys, they 
are pleased with their studies, and will conse- 
quently soon master the profession, and be out 
on errands of mercy. God speed them! Ho- 
m@opathy remains pure in Pittsburgh, as 
when I last wrote you, and is progressing in 

the confidence of the people. 
Yours, &e., 
D. M. DAKE, M. D. 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 29th, 1552. 


REMUNERATION FOR MEDICAL 


SERVICES. 


This is a ticklish subject. We are aware 
we must be cautious in what we say about it. 
If we should speak “ right out”’ what we think, 
it is, that physicians, generally, have seeming- 
ly pretended to make a money remuneration 
@ secondary consideration in the practice of 
the art of healing. They have, unwittingly 
perhaps, given the public to believe that physi- 
cians are more benevolent than any other class 
of citizens, while the fact is, the medical practi - 
tioner expects, and he has a right to expect, 
to be paid, and liberally too, for his services ; 
and when his advice is sought and given he 
looks for something more than “I thank you, 
sir.” It is no uncommon thing for strangers 
to call on a physician at his office, detail to 
him their sufferings of years’ standing, occupy 
his time for an hour or two, receive advice and 
medicine, and pay him by saying “T thank 
you sir. If this medicine does not cure me, I 
will call again.” If the physician politely 
hints that he expects a cash fee, he is told, “ I 
did not expect to pay until your treatment of 
me is completed, and I did not come prepared, 
but it shall be attended to at my next visit.” 
But the next visit is never made. In ‘this 
and similar ways, the valuable time of the 
practitioner, as well as his skill, are filched 
from him in his office, and not only so, but 
sometimes his reputation is attacked by those 
who have cheated him. 

A person, a stranger, once called upon 
us for medical advice. We made a careful 
record of his case, and selected the remedy, 
which took more than an hour. We gave 
him a single dose of medicine and requested 
him to call again in a few days, No fee was 





tendered. A short time afterwards an allo- 
path said to us, referring to this same person, 
“TI am treating a former patient of yours 
whom you could not cure. He says he has 
had enough of Homeopathy.” This man 
represented to our allopathic friend that he 
had been under our treatment for a long time 
without improvement. Thus we lost our time, 
our fee, and had to endure an attack on Ho- 
meopathy. But our allopathic friend had 
been “done for” in the matter of a fee as 
well as ourself. 

We are in favor of cash fees. It would be 
better for all parties. Those who complain 
of high charges should pay cash for services, 
and in all likelihood there would be no occa- 
sion for vomplaint. Physicians too often 
undervalue their services, while surgeons, 
on the contrary, too often overvalue theirs. 
The public seem to think that the services of 
the latter should receive a much higher re- 
muneration than those of the former. This is 
an error, and great injustice is done in conse- 
quence of it. We remember to have been re- 
quested to apply the forceps in an obstetrical 
case, which occupied but a few minutes, and 
required but little skill, for which service fifty 
dollars were voluntarily tendered. On a cold 
winter night we rode in an open wagon some 
twelve miles, to meet a practitioner in counsel 
in a severe and usually fatal disease. The 
patient was cured, and we detained from 
home for fourteen hours. Our charge was 
fifty dellars, the payment of which was refused 
on the ground of its being excessive. These 
two cases fairly illustrate the public mind 
in regard to remuneration for medical services, 
and justice demands that it should be corrected, 
which, however, will never be done unless 
physicians themselves do it. This desirable 
object could be aceomplished, if, Ist, physi- 
cians could not collect fees by law. 2d. If all 
fees were demanded before or immediately 
after the services are rendered. 3d. The fees to 
be regulated according to the mental labor, the 
skill, and the period of time occupied. We 
do not think the prescriptions for a common 
catarrh, which in most cases terminates spon- 
taneously, as valuable as those in membranous 
croup or malignant scarlet fever. There is no 
reason why the remuneration for the treatment 
of smallpox and typhus fever should not be 
much greater than that for influenza and 
quinsy. 
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{For the American Journal of Homcopathy.} 
New-York, March 9th, 1852. 


To Dr. Kirsy. 





Dear Sin,— Your comments, in your jour- 
nal of the present month, on the inaugural 
address of Joseph T. Curtis, M.D., clearly 
show that you are puzzled without rhyme or 
reason, ‘There also runs through them a kind 
of sneer disloyally offensive to the high author- 
ity which sanctioned it by ordering its publi- 
cation. I must, perforce, agree with you, that 
there can be but one true law of cure; but 
you mistake the inference and application when 
you stick to the old law, instead of going over 
to the new, as it now stands, propounded and 
expounded by the learned Doctor, and estab- 
lished and proclaimed by the Academy, from 
whose decision there is no appeal. It is de- 
creed, that henceforth, in consideration of the 
splendid new discovery in theraupetics, the 
similia similibus, and all such notions, are to 
+ be remembered only as the by-gone Hahne- 
mannism, and that there shall be but one true 
Curtis-law, and one true Curtis-system ! I say, 
amen! with all my heart! A system, which 
is, more than any other, beautifully simple, 


quickly comprehended, easily practised, and 
readily providing for the patient a physician 
in himself, must needs be the exclusive one, 
the only true one, and such is the system of 


our Hahnemann-eclipsing Curtis! It is the 
grand desideratum, the millenium of the 
afflicted sick, where all scholastic mystefying 
technicalities are done away, and where all 
that is to be done, can be done by a common 
nurse, or a mere child of either sex! If, as 
they say, simplicity and brevity be the chief 
elements of THE suBLIME, what system can be 
mioxe so, than the cne compressed entire into 
twelve words, “Give what the body wants, 
take what it does not want!” It is quite equal 
to the octave phrase, “ Let there be light, and 
there was light !” 

You seem to chuckle with a kind of prescient 
triumph when you ask, how the general quan- 
tum sufficit of the constituent solids and fluids 
in a healthy body can be ascertained, and how 
it can be known exactly what each body in a 
morbid state requires to be replenished, what 
to be reduced, so that superabundance and 
deficiency may be equalised maugre the law of 


idiosyncrasy, by which what is too little for one 








> — — — —— = > ———— 
body may be too much for another, and so 
vice versa? Dismiss this embryo triumph 
from your thoughts! A few words from the 
Doctor will not fail to make all right! I see 
no difficulty in the way of answering your 
questions. For instance, choose a proper sub- 
ject, male for men, female for women, middle- 
aged, of full growth, of medium height and 
size, in perfect health and vigour; weigh him 
carefully, make his the standard weight, and 
simply by what falls below it or excceds it, 
you know to an ounce the quantity of matter 
to be added or subtracted in each patient, after 
his comparative weight had been ascertained, 
This is what Procrustes had done before ! 

Again, the pabulum which pampers some 
diseases, and privations that engender others:, 
are or may be so well known, that all we have’ 
to do is to give each disease what it longs for, 
and take away what overfeeds it! Thus we 
all know that Hydrophobia rage is caused by 
want of water, therefore, we have now a 
chance of exorcing this unsparing fiend by 
filling him with as much water as he can im- 
bibe! As tothe finding out what one 
of the patients craves for a supply, or what he 
wants to be rid of, we have only to place near 
his mouth salt, charcoal, iron, mercury, mag- 
nesia, castor-oil, lime, vinegar, etc.; and all 
the parts within, being living parts of a live 
body, will have their dislikes and likes so 
stirred up by the smell, that, if the patient be 
not dead to feeling he instantly will know 
what suits each part, and act accordingly. 
Thus, more than once, a living snake, lodged 
in a man’s stomach, has been tempted by the 
scent of milk to crawl up to the mouth, where 
he was caught by the neck and drawn out 
never to return ! 

It is then a plain undisputed fact, that the 
new system brought forth by the genius of 
Curtis is the only true one, destined soon to 
supersede all others, and consign the gifted 
author to his well earned fame and immor- 
tality, shared only part by the academy that 
smiled upon his effort, and part, by one Doctor 
Stevens, if I err not, who in the West Indies 
cured the yellow fever, with miraculous suc- 
cess, by feeding it with salt, because, on opening 
the bodies of its victims he could find no salt 
in them—not even a decillionth pellet of the 


grain ! 
Author of “Home@opathia Revealed.” 




















HE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF HOMCOPATHY. 








HOMEOPATHIC MEDICAL COLLEGE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


We have received the valedictory address 
of A. E. Small, M.D., Professor, &c., delivered 
at the fourth annual commencement of the 
above college We have given the address a 
-cursory reading, and it seems an able produc- 
tion of its kind. 

The college is in a flourishing condition, 
much more so than could have been anticipa- 
ted by its most sanguine friends. The number 
of matriculations of the session just closed is 
93; of these 31 graduated. The subjects of 
the thesis of the graduates show a spirit of 
inquiry and independance in thinking which 
are highly commendable. We do not doubt 


that more than ordinary talents, natural and 
acquired, have been added to our school 
through the agency of the Homeopathic Medi- 
cal College of Pennsylvania. 


We have glanced over a most silly paper 
written by the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher of 
Brooklyn, New-York, on Medical Practice, 
which has been to our surprise copied into 
several medical journals. The Rey. Mr. 
Beecher may, for aught we know, understand 


theology, but he has a very imperfect know- | 
ledge of medicine. The amount of what he has | 
said in the article to which we refer is, that he | 


has little or no confidence in the art of healing. 
He employs an allopath because his ancestors 
did so, and he himself has become accustomed 
to pukes and purges. He ridicules Home- 
opathy, for no reason, that we can perceive, 
other ‘than the fact, that he knows nothing 
about it. The article under notice can do no 
harm; it shows, however, so much pride, 
vanity and trifling that we fear the Rev. 
Gentleman, in meddling with a matter he has 
not studied, may suffer in his reputation for 
piety. We should very much regret such an 
effect, for Mr. Beecher is certainly a useful 
man in his calling, although he is not a great 
man. 


The three Medical Colleges of this city have 
held their annual commencement and gradu- 
ated a large number—some 150, we believe. 
What these young allopathic Doctors will do 
for a living from their profession we are at a 
loss to determine. We do not believe there is 
a place in all creation where the services of an 
allopathic physician are needed. 














A member of the New-York Academy of 
Medicine writes a letter to the Editor of the 
New-York Medical Times, which appears in 
that print, to let the public know that he lately 
made a visit to Paris and London. That in 
the former city he diligently inquired for the 
Homeopathic Hospital of which “he had 
heard so much,” but could find no one who 
could give him the least information of any 
such Hospital. This intelligence is astounding, 
inasmuch as there never was such a Hospital 
in Paris. This New-York. Academy gentle- 
man did not, it seems, inquire for Dr. Tessier’s 
ward of a hundred beds in the Hospital of St. 
Marguerite, a branch of the Hotel Dieu, where 
the patients are openly treated homeopa- 
thically. Afterwards this New-York gentle- 
man visited London, but he was careful to make 
no inquiry for the Homeopathic Hospitals, for 
there are two in successful operation in that 
city. 

Hereafter when American physicians visit 
Europe, and they wish to write home about 
the progress of Homeopathy, they have before 
them the example of the correspondent of the 
Times, to inquire for Homeopathic Hospitals 
where there are none, and report accordingly. 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 


This is the last number of the sixth volume 
of this journal. The first number of the 
seventh volume will be published on or before 
the first day of May next. It is our purpose 
to make the matter of the journal still more 
interesting to the physician and to the general 
reader. Subscribers will please notice that 
their subscriptions are now due for the next 
volume, and they will oblige us by remitting 
the amount by mail or otherwise by the first 
day of May next. , 


NOTICE. 


The ninth annual meeting of the American 
Institute of Homeopathy will be held in the 
city of Baltimore, on Wednesday, the 19th 
day of May next, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 

G. W. SWAZEY, 
General Secretary. 


SrrinGFievp, Mass., 
March 26th, 1852. 








